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Sparfell and Oetker Collection Soar Together 

By Julian Thurtell

This year, travel has become the ultimate luxury. Amid the challenges of these unprecedented times, domestic and global 
excursions have completely evolved. Safety and service are now of vital importance. And a new partnership between Sparfell 
and the Oetker Collection is bringing those two qualities together like never before. 
 The international leader in private aviation Sparfell and the hotel and resort group Oetker Collection—known for such 
iconic locations as Eden Rock in St. Barths—now offer a luxury travel experience from your home to theirs. Guests can bypass 
WKH�VWUHVV�RI�WKH�DLUSRUW�DQG�FRPPHUFLDO�ÀLJKWV�E\�ERDUGLQJ�D�SULYDWH�6SDUIHOO�MHW��À\LQJ�GLUHFWO\�WR�DQ\�RI�2HWNHU�&ROOHFWLRQ¶V�
Masterpiece Hotels, Estates, or Private Villas across Europe, the Caribbean, and South America. 
� 6SDUIHOO�FKDLUPDQ�3KLOLS�4XHIIHOHF�DQG�2HWNHU�&ROOHFWLRQ�FKLHI�SURMHFW�GHYHORSPHQW�RI¿FHU�3KLOLSSH�3HUG�UHFHQWO\�PHW�
at the Hotel du Cap-Eden-Roc in Cap d’Antibes to discuss this new height in hospitality, and the value of comfort and security. 

WHITEWALL: :KDW�GRHV�WUDYHO�UHSUHVHQW�WR�\RX�DW�WKLV�WLPH"

PHILIPPE PERD: I think luxury travel should be a tailor-made experience and should answer the needs of our customers, which 
DUH�YHU\�GLIIHUHQW�IURP�RQH�FOLHQW�WR�WKH�QH[W��$�JXHVW�FRXOG�HQMR\�D�¿UVW�FODVV�FDELQ�ZKHQ�WUDYHOLQJ��\HW�DQRWKHU�JXHVW�ZRXOG�
prefer to sit on a private plane—which is why we are very pleased to have developed this partnership. It’s about how you can best 
deliver a service which is aligned with the expectation of that particular guest. 
 Having this partnership with Sparfell allows us to start the experience not only at the door of the aircraft here in Nice, 
but at the guest’s door at home. It’s a dream.

Partnership SPARFELL X OETKER COLLECTION - Reaching new heights in luxury travel.

Bringing a whole new meaning to door-to-door service. 
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PHILIP QUEFFELEC: I started traveling with my parents. My father was 
a captain. At that time, luxury was something quite different than today. 
9HU\�IHZ�SHRSOH�ZHUH�DEOH�WR�À\�GXH�WR�LWV�FRVW�DQG�WKH�DLUFUDIWV�ZHUH�RQO\�
FDSDEOH�RI�GRLQJ�ORQJ�UDQJH��<RX�IHOW�UHDOO\�SULYLOHJHG�WR�À\²LW�ZDV�D�UHDO�
adventure, and a very luxurious atmosphere. 
� %XW� WRGD\�� WUDYHO� OX[XU\� LV� SULYDWH� MHWV�� <RX� DUH� À\LQJ� ZLWK�
dedicated services, you know the people you are traveling with, you are 
and feel safe—which of course in the time of COVID-19 period is very 
important. This is the luxury today, to be able to bring people to their 
GHVWLQDWLRQ�LQ�D�FRPIRUWDEOH��HI¿FLHQW��DQG�KHDOWK\�PDQQHU��

WW: +RZ�GLG�WKLV�FROODERUDWLRQ�FRPH�WRJHWKHU"

PP: In the context of COVID-19, sometimes when you go through 
challenges, opportunities arise. Our travel partners in the United States 
and in Europe have clearly said that guests are traveling privately more and 
more because of the health crisis we are all going through. We had spoken 
with Philip for three or four years about different projects, so we reached 
out to Sparfell and agreed that a partnership could be developed that could 
answer the needs of our guests. 
 The service level is perfectly aligned. What a guest would expect 
at one of Oetker Collection’s properties is similar to what they would 
H[SHFW�À\LQJ�ZLWK�6SDUIHOO��:H�FDQ�UHDOO\�FXVWRPL]H�WKH�H[SHULHQFH��7KHUH�
should be a seamless experience from the moment the travel experience 
starts, at the doorstep of the guest’s home, to their arrival. The quality of 
the service we provide is consistent throughout that experience. 

PQ: 7KH�¿UVW�GXW\�IRU�6SDUIHOO�LV��RI�FRXUVH��VDIHW\�IRU�WKH�FXVWRPHU��:H�
have the highest technology, and now with this partnership, we want to 
have the service that corresponds to the spirit of Oetker Collection. In the 
SDVW��ZH�KDYH�EHHQ�DZDUGHG�WR�EH�WKH�RI¿FLDO�FDUULHU�RI�WKH�(QJOLVK�5R\DO�
Family and we are still proud to be in charge of all of His Royal Highness, 
Prince Charles’s tours. 
 With this partnership, we feel we have the best of two worlds. 
There is no doubt Oetker Collection represents the highest practice in the 
hotel industry and similarly in our duty to bring clients to the highest ideals 
of safety we complement each other. It’s a combination of the highest 
standards in luxury.

WW: +RZ�GR�\RX�VHH�WUDYHO�HYROYLQJ�IURP�KHUH"

PQ: I think the way to travel will change. For private jets, it’s an opportunity 
to demonstrate that we can provide a door-to-door service.
� :H�KDYH�D�ÀHHW�WKDW�FRUUHVSRQGV�WR�DQ\�QHHGV��:H�KDYH�VPDOO�MHWV�
IRU�(XURSHDQ�RU�GRPHVWLF�ÀLJKWV��DFFRPPRGDWLQJ�VL[�WR�VHYHQ�SDVVHQJHUV��
We have mid-size aircrafts with more range, where you can easily have 10 
SDVVHQJHUV��$W�WKH�WRS�HQG��ZH�KDYH�ORQJ�UDQJH�DLUFUDIWV��FDSDEOH�RI�À\LQJ�
from Europe to Australia directly with 14 passengers. 

PP: We have always had, for decades, families traveling together, and we 
VRPHWLPHV� VHH� IRXU� WR� ¿YH� EHGURRPV� DFFRPPRGDWLRQV� UHVHUYHG� RQO\� IRU�
that family’s stay. So, of course, to offer our guests the possibility to travel 
together in an aircraft that can accommodate 12 to 14 persons is essential.

WW: +RZ�DUH�6SDUIHOO�DQG�2HWNHU�&ROOHFWLRQ�WKLQNLQJ�DERXW�WKHLU�LPSDFW�RQ�
WKH�HQYLURQPHQW�DQG�VXVWDLQDELOLW\"

PP: I would say 2020 will not be a year to forget, but a year to remember. 
There are many opportunities that arise when you go through challenging 
times. This crisis has proven that the planet is suffering. On the other hand, 
we must have people traveling, because in our industry, without people 
traveling we cannot survive. So, we have to be clever, smart. We make sure 
that our dear guests, dear travelers, can offset the impact of their carbon 
footprint by contributing to philanthropic associations.
 
PQ: Aviation has a negative image if you’re speaking about pollution. But 
aviation is just 2 percent of global pollution. From these two, 0.002 percent 
FRPH�IURP�SULYDWH�DYLDWLRQ��:H�DUH�QRW�SXWWLQJ�DQ�DLUFUDIW�LQ�ÀLJKW�MXVW�WR�
PDNH�LW�ORZ�FRVW�����ÀLJKWV�D�GD\�HYHQ�LI�HPSW\��:H�GRQ¶W�FUHDWH�WKH�GHPDQG��
we answer it. 
 Growing up in Madagascar, I’ve always cared about the 
environment. We’re working now on a special program around the issue of 
water on our planet—we will announce that in due time.

WW: :KDW�LV�DQ�RQJRLQJ�FKDOOHQJH�IRU�\RX"

PQ: 7KH�FKDOOHQJH�LV�WR�¿QG�D�WHDP�WKDW�VXEVFULEHV�WR�\RXU�VSLULW�DQG�ZKR�
is loyal to the customer. We are very lucky to have the right people for that. 
Our difference in this industry lies in our history. We are a family business. I 
think this is what we offer to our customers, trust, knowledge, values… And 
this is important for me.

PP: The right people make the difference, in your industry and in our 
industry. It’s not easy to say to people, “Welcome home.” That home feeling 
in the Oetker Collection properties is extremely important. The family spirit 
is essential. 

Philip Queffelec participating in the 1992 Helicopter World Championship at Wroughton.

Philip Queffelec’s father flying a DC3 in 1964, Madagascar.

Philippe Perd and Philip Queffelec at the Hotel du Cap-Eden-Roc / Oetker Collection.
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Courtesy of Sparfell.Hotel du Cap-Eden-Roc / Oetker Collection.

I think 
luxury travel 
should be a 
tailor-made 
experience

Philippe Perd managing director of Oetker Collection
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